Dirke & Lorna Johnson

Sept./Oct. 2021

Our schedules have heated up and although we have many more Zoom meetings than we have in-person gatherings, even
those are increasing. The second week of October, Dirke met for four days in a retreat lodge in northern Georgia with Cru’s
COVID Crisis team (pic below). Yes, everyone was vaccinated and had tested negative for COVID prior to gathering . This
team has met regularly since February 2020. It was the first time they had been in person since March 2020. Dirke’s role on
the Cru’s U.S. Crisis team was for he and his team to provide care for every Cru staff member who came down with COVID. Of
the more than 5,000 Cru missionary staff in the U.S. there have been nearly 700 cases reported over the past year and a half.
We’ve had nearly 30 hospitalized and four have passed. As tragic as that is, we are still grateful to the Lord for keeping the
effects of COVID significantly less than the general public.

Dirke had the privilege in Sept. of doing the baby
dedication of our grandson, Cristian Sage Radney. Besides
Danelle and Gordon, Lorna, and several other friends
joined on the stage for this special occasion. below).

Besides ministering to, and working with high school students,
Lorna mentors a number of Cru staff women. Ruhama, next to
Lorna below, works for our Family Life ministry. Her family
from Dallas, TX came to visit and we had them over for a
meal.

The first week of October we visited Briana in New York City. She lives in Brooklyn. You can see the mid-town Manhattan
skyline behind us. She had added a second level to the salon she owns and we wanted to check out her growing business. We
also took a day to visit Marla & C.R. who live in Bath, ME. Marla has been instrumental in digging into the historical archives
to find the fascinating history of Lorna’s father’s family. They were the only black family living in Bath, ME in the 1920’s and
yet both boys (Lorna’s father and older brother) were class presidents. Martha, Lorna’s grandmother ran the household for
the most famous governor of all of Maine, Governor Sewall. Lorna’s grandfather was not only a business owner but owned
property and they were very respected. None of this would we have ever known if Marla had not embarked on a project for
the city for black history month a couple of years ago.

Praise God for great feedback Dirke received when he gave an hour devotional w/one of Cru’s nat’l leadership teams.
Praise the Lord for new tutors who have signed up to work with Lorna as she ministers to high school students.
Pray for wisdom as Dirke manages a team creating a Sexual Wholeness program w/resources for all Cru staff.
Pray for direction as Dirke’s team provides equipping for all Cru staff ministering in the LGBTQ community.
Pray for Dirke & Lorna as they prepare to share biblical interculutural principles with about 30 Cru staff leaders
engaged in a leadership intensive program in November.
Pray God blesses Dirke’s weekly teaching at Palm Beach Atlantic. He’s teaching a Spiritual Formation class this fall.
Pray God continues to use Lorna as she mentors Ruhama in ministry fundamentals and Shannan with leadership
principles in Family Life.
Praise God that Lorna was able to invite her supervisor over with the Homeless Network and shared her faith in Christ.
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